The Van Buren

BACK VIEW



Read through these instructions before assembly and understand the basic construction process before you begin to assemble the
kit. Start with identifying the parts by comparing these diagrams to the die-cut sheets. You may label the parts by writing their names on them
in light pencil.
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A. FLOORS AND PARTITIONS

1. Remove and prepare the floors and partitions from sheets 1,2,3,4 and 5. Strip out slots and waste.
Remove, mark and save partition doors.

2, Using a pencil and ruler, draw light lines on the pieces from sheets 1,2,4 and 5 to continue the long
slots across the entire sheet. These lines will mark the floor and wall areas of the rooms and indicate where
the glue should be applied. *If desired, you may paint or decorate the walls, floors and ceilings at this
time.

3. Apply glue to the long slots and along the pencil lines of the first two floors and partitions.

4. Place the first floor on the table with the tabs (front) facing towards you. Hold the partition from sheet
4 with the tabs up and slide into the left long slot of the first floor. Then slide the partition from sheet 5 (tabs
up) into the long right slot.

5. Slide the second floor (smooth side up) into the long slots in the middle of each partition.

6. Lay the assembly on its back with the front tabs of both floors facing up. Apply glue along the tab
edge of the partitions and attach the third floor (tabs up).

7. Remove the house front from sheet 14 and strip away all small slots and the long slot under the front
doors. Leave doors and windows intact. Without glue, set this piece on top of the assembly, lining up slots
and tabs. Attaching the front in this manner will help the partitions and floors to dry square. Set aside and
remove front when dry.

B. DOORS

1. Gather the four partition doors that you had set aside earlier. Sand them to fit comfortably in the door
openings, allowing extra room if you plan to paint the door. * Paint or stain the doors, one side at a time,
and allow to dry thoroughly. Apply any additional hardware or decoration.

2. Glue or hinge the doors in place.

3. Remove and sand the two front doors to fit. Remove the front door trim from sheet 6. * Paint or
stain the doors and trim. Glue trim to the front of each door with small openings at top. Apply any
additional hardware. If you are going to hinge the doors, they should be applied to the trim panel of the
doors and outside house wall.

4. Glue or hinge front doors in place, being sure to leave sufficient room along the bottom (1/4”) of the
doors for the long slot needed to attach the house front.

5. Very carefully remove the two French doors from above the front doors. Remove and discard wood
from door windows. Carefully remove the French door backings from sheet 19 and discard wood from
window openings. Sand to fit. * Paint the smooth sides of the doors and backings. Set aside to dry.

6. Apply glue to unpainted sides of doors and backings. Remove the two long French door windows
from the plastic window sheet. Sandwich one window between each door front and back.

7. Apply any additional hardware. Glue or hinge in place.

C. WINDOWS

1. Remove the two house sides from both sheets 13. Strip and discard wood from slots and window
openings, and do the same to the front of the house. * Paint both sides of the strips between the



window panes on all eight windows. You may wish to decorate the inside and outside walls of the house
front and sides at this time.

2. Remove the four small and four large windows panes from the plastic sheet. Place the house front
and sides on the table with the interior walls facing up. Apply 1/8” of glue along the outside edge of each
window (not each pane). Press the appropriate plastic window in place on each, and allow glue to dry.

3. Locate sheet 7. Leave all pieces intact except the wood in the window openings. * Paint the strips

between window panes on both sides of each gable. You may wish to paint the interior and exterior
walls of each gable also at this time.

4. Place sheet 7 face down and apply glue 1/8” along edge of window. Remove two arch window panes
from the plastic sheet and place one over each window. Allow to dry.

D. INTERIOR WINDOW AND DOOR TRIM

. All trim should be painted on the smooth side and allowed to dry before attaching to the
house.
1. Remove the interior gable window trims from both sheets 6. * Place next to sheet 7 on newspaper,

paint and allow to dry. Paint edges of trim too.

2. As you remove the following pieces of interior trim, place them on newspaper next to the appropriate
house side or front. Mark the name of the piece on the newspaper next to it. This will make it easier to
identify the pieces after they have been painted. Remove these pieces of interior trim:

8 large window trim sides from sheets 10.

2 front door trim sides from sheets 10.

1 front door top trim from sheet 11.

2 french door trim sides from sheet 11.

1 french door trim top from sheet 11.

16 window top and bottom trim from sheets 8.
8 small window trim sides from sheets 8.

3. Place the front and sides of the house and sheet 7 (gables) face down on newspaper.
4. Apply glue to the unpainted sides of the gable window trim and press in position on sheet 7.
C———J 5. For small and large windows, work on one window at a time.
|_||_||_||_ Glue the side trims on first (butting them up against the edge of the
|:||:||:||: window) and then glue on the tops and bottoms, as illustrated. —
|_||_||_||_ Repeat for all eight windows. 5 -

6. Apply glue to the unpainted side of the interior side trim for the

front doors. Position the trim on the wall, butted up against the top
edge and side of the door opening, and not next to the long slot. Glue top trim in
place.

7. Repeat the same method for the interior French door trim, applying sides first.
E. EXTERIOR WINDOW AND DOOR TRIM

1. Remove and mark the following exterior trim pieces, as instructed in Part D, step
two:

8 window trim bottoms from sheets 8.



8 window trim tops from sheets 6.

2 triangular gable trims from sheets 6.

2 gable window trims from sheets 6.

1 french door top from sheet 11.

2 french door sides from sheet 11.

1 front door top from sheet 11

1 front door 4" trim top from sheet 11.

8 small window side trim from sheets 10.
8 large window side trim from sheets 10.
2 front door 4" side trim from sheets 10.
2 front door side trims from sheets 10.

*Paint the front and edges of the trim and allow to dry. If you haven't painted the exterior wall of the
gables, house sides and front, it is advisable to do so at this time.

2. Remove the two large triangular gables from sheet 7 and strip away the slots on each. Apply glue to the
unpainted side of the window trim and press in place over the outside of each window. Apply glue to the
unpainted side of the small triangular gable trim and position it above the window trim at the peak of the
gable. Be sure that this trim does not extend over the edge of the gable or the tabs; otherwise, it will
interfere with the assembly of the roof.

3. Apply glue to the unpainted side of all window bottoms and position in place, centered U~
under each window. Next, apply glue to the window sides and position each one butted up ' '
against the window and window bottoms, as illustrated. Glue window tops in place.

4. There are two layers of trim to be placed around the front doors. The wider trim is glued
directly to the house front, and the narrow decorative trim is glued on top of it. Apply glue
to the backs of the wider side trim. Position the trim in place with the bottom lining up —_—
with the bottom edge of the house front, and the side of the trim butting up against the
door edge. Be sure that you can still open the doors, if desired.

5. Glue the wide top trim directly above the doors and between the side trim. If the
trim is applied too high, it will obstruct the placement of the balcony floor.

6. Apply glue to the narrow decorative side trim strips and center them over

each side trim. Glue the narrow top trim to the top edge of the wider top door

trim, as illustrated.

7. Glue the French door side trim to each side of the French doors. Glue and place the French
door top trim above them, centered over the doors.

F. BALCONY

1. Keep the front of the house lying face up on your work table. Remove the balcony floor from sheet
17, two balcony supports from sheet 7, long balcony railing from sheet 9, two short balcony railings from
sheets 6, and three balcony handrails from sheet 11. *Paint both sides of all pieces and let dry.

2, Apply glue to the tabbed edge of the balcony floor and position into slots
above front door.

3. Apply glue along two straight sides of each balcony support. Position these
under the balcony floor so that the short edge rests against the wall of the house
and the long edge is supporting the balcony floor. The supports should be evenly
placed under the floor, about a %4” in from each edge.

4. Apply glue to one short edge and one long edge of each short balcony




railing. Position them with the smooth sides out, and place them 1/8: in from the side edge of the balcony
floor. Butt other edge against house.

5. Apply glue to remaining short edges of the side railing and along one long edge of long railing.
Position long railing with glued edge along floor, and ends butting up against the short railings.

6. Apply glue to one side of short handrails. Center over short railings, butting one edge up against
house. Glue long handrail over long balcony railing, squaring up corners where it meets and short handrails.

G. CURVED STAIRCASES
1. Remove and mark the following curved staircase pieces as instructed in Part D, Step 2.

From Sheets 6:
2 stair sides

From sheet 7:

1 2nd tread of 2nd floor stairs
1 2nd tread of 1st floor stairs
1 3rd tread of 1st floor stairs.

From Sheets 8:
4 risers and 4 treads of 2nd floor stairs
1 first and 1 last 2nd floor riser (these pieces are the same size).

From Sheet 9:
1 first tread of 1st floor stairs and 1 first tread of 2nd floor stairs.

From Sheets 10:
4 risers and 4 treads of 1st floor stairs
1 first and 1 last riser of 1st floor stairs

NOTE: Separate the second floor stair pieces from those for the first floor; putting one stair side
with each. The first floor stairs are wider than the second floor stairs. Be sure to mark each piece
on newspaper so it can be identified after painting. *Paint or finish stair pieces and allow to dry
before assembly.

2. Position the floor and partition assembly so it is right side up, with the back (floor edges without tabs)
facing towards you. The second floor staircase will be assembled first, between the partitions on the second
floor. The first (bottom ) step will be closest to you near the edge of the house.

3. Gather together all pieces for the 2nd floor staircase. Apply glue to long tabbed side (bottom) and
short tabbed side (top) of stair side. Install into slots in floors, remembering that bottom of staircase is
nearest you.

4. Apply glue to the edges of two short and one long side of the first riser. Position it at the front of the
staircase so it is wedged between the left partition and the stair side, and is touching the floor next to the
house edge. Apply glue along 1st stair tread (square) on tab edge, to the top of the 1st riser and adjacent
edge of the stair side. Position tread in place with tab in wall slot.

5. Next, glue tab edge of 2nd tread and the first notch in the stair side. Set in place with tab in wall and
point in stair side notch. Apply glue to all edges of 2nd riser and position under 2nd tread, following the
angle it makes and wedging it between the wall and side.

6. Glue the third tread in place the same way. Then glue the third riser angled under it. Apply glue to
one long and two short edges of regular stair riser. Position it on top of 3rd tread, along back edge.



7. Glue the fourth tread in place the same way. Then glue the fourth riser under it. Apply glue to one
long and two short edges of regular stair riser. Position it on top of 3rd tread, along back edge. Repeat for
remaining risers and treads.(remember to keep the top riser seperate)

8. Turn the floor and partition assembly so the front (tabbed) side faces you. Install the first floor
staircase in the same manner, following steps 3-7 using the 1st floor pieces.

H. CLOSETS

1. Remove the two attic partition with door from sheet 9. *Prepare and paint.
2. Sand doors to fit and hinge or glue in place, adding any additional hardware desired.
3. Apply glue to the edges of all sides of closet walls (not on door) and position in place under each

staircase. * You may want to paint the attic floor now.

I ATTIC

1. Remove the attic partition with door from sheet 9. *Prepare and paint.

2, Sand doors to fit and hinge or glue in place, adding any additional hardware desired.

3. Remove the two attic partitions from sheets 6, prepare and apply glue to tabbed edges. Position into

slots on floor with rear of each partition facing rear of house. Lightly tape walls together while glue is drying,
and remove when dry.

J. CLOSET, ATTIC AND PARTITION DOOR TRIM
1. Remove the following trim pieces, identify them by marking the back sides.
Remove from sheets 8:

16 partition door side trims
8 partition door tops
2 attic door tops
8 closet and attic partition door side trims
Remove 2 closet door top trims from sheet 15. *Paint and allow to dry before assembly.

2. Glue two partition door side trims next to one partition door, and one top trim above the door. Repeat
on both sides of each partition door on the 1st and 2nd floors.

3. Repeat the same procedure installing trim to both sides of the attic partition door, and the front side of
each closet.

K. FRONT AND SIDES OF HOUSE

Place the floor and partition assembly on its back. Apply glue to the tabbed edges of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
floors, and the top tab edge of the house front and sides. Attach the front and sides to the floors. Set
assembly upright and allow to dry.

L. ROOF AND GABLES
1. Position the roof gables onto the third floor tabs at the front of the house without glue. Mark the edge

of the 3rd floor with pencil where the gable ends in the middle. Remove the gables and apply glue along the
edge of the 3rd floor up to the marks you made. Don’t apply glue along the middle.



2. Attach both gables to the house with the exterior trim facing out, match tabs and slots.

3. Remove the rear roof support from sheet 11. Apply glue on the longest edge and insert tabs in the
third floor slots. The two attic partitions walls will butt up against the support. Glue where they meet. You
may find it helpful to tape the support in place while drying.

4. Remove the two rectangular and opposite embossed roof panels from sheets 16. Strip out all slots.
The widest slot in each panel is for the chimney and should be positioned towards the rear of the house.
Apply glue to the two short tab edges of the roof support and corresponding edges of the gables. Attach a
roof panel to each side, lining up slots and tabs. If the panel is on correctly, it won’t extend past the peak of
the gable.

5. Remove the other three embossed roof panels from sheet 15, strip out slots. Apply glue to the tab
edge of the left gable and position left roof panel on it, referring to the completed picture of the house.

6. Remove one roof truss from sheet 17, apply glue to the tab edges. From the underside of the left
roof, push the truss up into the slots on both roof panels.

7. Hold the large center roof panel so the longest edge is pointing up,
embossed side facing you. Apply glue to the right side edge. Insert these tabs into
the 74" slots in the triangular right roof panel from the embossed side.

8. Apply glue to tabbed edge of the right gable and tabbed edge of the center
roof panel. Insert center and right panels into left roof panel and right gable.
Remove other roof truss from sheet 17, glue and insert under right roof.

M. FLAT ROOF AND WIDOW’S WALK

1. From sheet 17, remove the flat roof, two short trap door sides, two long trap door sides, and the trap
door lid. Discard waste and slots. Apply glue to one edge of each trap door side, and arrange around trap
door opening on roof. Glue or hinge the trap door to these pieces. The trap door overhangs the opening on
all four sides.

2. Apply glue to top edges of attic partitions and top tabbed edge of roof support. Set completed flat
roof on top, lining up tabs and slots.

3. Remove two long and two short widow’s walk railings and two short and two
long handrails for the same from sheets 8. Apply glue along one long edge of each
railing and place around flat roof. Glue the short handrails onto the short railings,

and then glue the long handrails in place. Square up the corners where they meet.

N. ATTIC STAIRS

Remove stair sides and treads from sheets 8 and stair back from sheet 11. Place stair back on the table.
Apply glue to the long straight edge of each stair side and attach to top edges of stair back. When dry, glue
stair treads to the sort edges of the stair sides, so each tread overhangs the side on all sides equally. Put
stairs in the house so that the bottom edge rests on the 3rd floor and the top edge butts up against the
underside of the flat roof and roof support. Glue in place.

0. CHIMNEYS

-~

1. Remove all chimney pieces from sheet 18. Apply glue to the edges of the
two longest sides of the chimney sides, and attach to the chimney fronts and backs
as illustrated.

2, Punch out small squares from chimney tops and use with the other flue
sides to surround each flue opening. Allow to dry.



3. Glue all edges of the chimney tops and recess into the rectangular opening in the chimney. Leave on
its side to dry.

4. Apply glue to the slanted edges of the chimney sides and the tab edge of the back. Insert tab in slot
on roof to secure chimney.

P. BANNISTERS AND RAILINGS FOR STAIRS

1. Remove the short 2nd floor banister (5 Posts) from sheet 9 and the long banister for the second floor
from sheet 15. Apply glue to bottom of posts and along straight edges of each (no glue on the knob edge of
the long banister). Line up the short railing along the second floor stairwell, flush with the stairwell, and
meeting the short banister.

2, Remove the short 3rd floor banister from sheet 9 and the long 3rd floor banister from sheet 15.
Repeat the same procedure as in step 1, except installing banister around the 3rd floor stairwell.

3. Remove all four handrails from sheet 11 and glue to the tops of the banisters.

4. Carefully remove one slanted banister from sheet 8. Apply glue to the bottom of each post and to
inside of railing near the knob. Attach it to the first floor stair treads and second floor banister, aligning the
top posts of each banister. Remove the other slanted banister from the other sheet. Apply to the 2nd floor
stairs in the same way.

5. Remove the handrails from sheets 8 and glue to the slanted banisters, thick
end toward the bottom.

Now that your dollhouse is assembled, you may touch up any painted areas where
the tabs and slots came through. It is all ready for you to finish painting, decorating
and furnishing.

Congratulations on the completion of your laser cut Van Buren Dollhouse.

Copyright © 2007
Greenleaf Dollhouses
436 Lake Road
Schenevus, NY 12155
Phone: (800) 253-7150
www.greenleafdollhouses.com



Plastic Cutting Template(cut on Dotted Lines)

Cut out these templates and tape to the enclosed
plastic sheets. Then cut along the template to cut the
plastic..




